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Welcome 
Welcome to the September newsletter. This month we have the 
following for your digestion… 

We’re doing it again - we are hoping to break the record for the 
number of gyros landing in one day in 2026. 

The BRA now has a YouTube channel. 

We have a debrief from the LAA Rally at Leicester. 

We have a debrief from the BRA fly-in at Sandown. 

Following on from the events news, Steve Paffett, our Events 
Secretary, asks for your help and opinions in setting up stubs of 
the BRA in your local areas to help organise events. 

We have news of new pricing for the renewal of an LAA permit. 

Damyns Hall, in Essex, are running an Open Series Competition 
weekend for microlights. Gyros are included, so if you fancy 
testing your skills then read all about it. 

Clive is back with his Rubber Side Down where he has a helpful 
trick to working out the crosswind component. 

As ever, if you have your own gyro related story or event, that 
you think might be of interest to our members, then please feel 
free to contact me. 

Chris Rose 
ed@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk

mailto:ed@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
mailto:membership@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
mailto:membership@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
http://britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
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Gyro record-breaker 
2026! 
By Steve Paffett, Events Secretary 

 

In 2022 we were successful in getting the 
record for the most number of gyros landing at 
an airfield in an 8 hour period. This record still 
stands at 71, but we’re coming back to Old 
Warden again in 2026 in an attempt to beat it. 
So get the 13th June in your 2026 diary, and 
start spreading the news. We’ll have more 
information on this in the coming months. 

BRA YouTube channel 
By Chris Rose, Editor 

 
Following on from the above story about the 
2026 record-breaker attempt… If you want to 
see the videos from our previous attempts you 
can now view them on the BRA YouTube 
channel. You can find the channel here: 

https://www.youtube.com/@BritishRotorcraftAssociation 

Please subscribe to the channel so you get 
notified when new videos are added, and share 
the link with your aviation buddies. Who knows, 
it may inspire a few more converts to gyros. 

LAA Rally debrief 
By Steve Paffett, Events Secretary 

 

To summarise the Rally I would say. 2025 was a 
really disappointing event and this I would 
attribute totally to the weather. High winds and 
heavy down pours were forecast all week and 
although it didn’t turn out quite as bad as they 
predicted, it was understandable why people 
stayed at home. Such a shame as most of us 
know how much work goes into making these 
events happen and Leicester is such a great 
venue. A warm welcome from the staff, great 
assistance from the marshals and pretty good 
facilities.. Anyway the weather stopped us 
having an aircraft on the pitch for two of the 
three days and we had to use ratchet straps to 
stop the gazebo flying away. 
  
Despite all of this we seemed to have plenty of 
people to talk gyro to and of course its always 
great to see old faces and have a catch up. 

https://www.youtube.com/@BritishRotorcraftAssociation
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This year we shared the stand with Phoenix 
Aero, whom we have already featured in a 
previous newsletter, Francis and Sue made the 
long road trip from Cornwall specifically to 
show off the test aircraft that the LAA are yet to 
inspect, review, modify etc. to hopefully achieve 
section T. Phoenix have already spent more 
than three years getting the rotors passed and 
they are available now in the UK for the Single 
Seat market. 
  
It is a lot of work just for our little team and a 
gazebo so I really do feel for the lads and lasses 
at the LAA who worked so hard to give us what 
was a very relaxed albeit soggy and windy LAA 
rally. 

 

BRA Sandown fly-in 
debrief 
By Steve Paffett, Events Secretary 

 

As usual Sandown was the destination for our 
season finale of association sponsored fly ins. 
Sandown always does a good deal for the BRA 
members enabling us to sponsoring landing 
fees and camping for all members for the entire 
weekend. This cost to a GA pilot alone would 
be twice as much as BRA membership for a 
year. Weather forecasts definitely put the 
dampers on a lot of pilots making the trip, so 
two members from Deenethorpe were holders 
of the most miles flown. Well done to them! 
 

 

Good fun though as it really is so derestricted 
and beautiful as to almost make it impossible 
not to have a good time. We were also blessed 
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with no rain and warm nights, that helps no end 
when your camping. 
  
Good food, good atmosphere and plenty 
going on makes this a must visit venue. 
  

 

 

 

One the subject of events, please see the next 
article as you may be able to effect some 
positive changes. 

BRA wants your help 
in your local area 
By Steve Paffett, Events Secretary 

Dear Members, following on from Popham, 
Sherburn and the now published Record 
Breaker for 2026, I am constantly asked why we 
do not arrange events further north. I must say 
in the last couple of years this has proved 
difficult. I suppose the furthest north we have 
ventured since I have been responsible for 
events was Sherburn in Elmet this year. A 
fantastic venue, most welcoming with plenty of 
great facilities, an event which was also heavily 
promoted in our monthly newsletter, on social 
media and on the BRA website. To take nothing 
away from those that attended there were sadly 
many that could have supported the event that 
did not happen and in spite of much planning 
and additional costs due to the increase in staff 
at Sherburn this meant that it sadly ended up 
quite disappointing. 

For us to organise this from down here is quite 
difficult and yet we loved it. Sadly though, due 
to the lack of support and time it took for me to 
arrange it, I cannot repeat it from here, similarly 
I cannot stretch myself or others from down 
here to arrange more northerly fly ins. Trust me 
this not because we don’t want to, it is simply 
we do not have the people available to enable 
this. 

So the committee’s thinking is that maybe like 
the LAA have their Struts, maybe we could get 
members or teams in various regions to create 
events that we can promote, maybe cover the 
costs of landing’s camping etc. and widen the 
availability of gyro related events in this way.  
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If there are any of you that can put yourselves 
forward to try and achieve this, please get in 
touch with: 

events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk 

or by all means call me for a chat on 07841 
870568. 

If any of you have alternative idea’s in how we 
can set up Stubs of the BRA I would also love to 
hear from you. 

Best wishes and happy flying. 

New LAA permit 
pricing 
By Chris Rose, Editor 

The LAA have revised the price of gyro permit 
to bring it inline with the fixed-wing pricing. 
These are: 

LAA Permit Revalidation based on MTOW: 
Up to 450Kg	 	 £241 
451 - 999Kg	 	 £292 
1,000Kg and over	 £323 

This puts most of us at £292 for a permit 
revalidation. 

Note: If you have previously had your gyro 
registered on the CAA register and are now 
switching to the LAA then there is one-off extra 
fee of £155. 

Open Series 
competition at 
Damyns Hall 
By Chris Rose, Editor 

London Airports Center at Damyns Hall in Essex 
are running an Open Series competition for 
microlights on the weekend of 27th / 28th 
September 2025. This is open to gyros, and 
they’d very much like to have some gyros 
taking part. 

Owain Johns explains what this is all about… 

The UK Open series is usually held across the 
year at a number of venues and takes place 
over a weekend.  Pilots fly several tasks focusing 
upon accuracy, navigation and precision. 

The focus is upon developing your flying skills 
and becoming a better pilot. We’ve made the 
events more inclusive, and pilots are supported 
and mentored by more experienced pilots, 
many of whom have flown at an international 
level. 

A typical task is flown from a ¼ mill map 
(although for safety purposes you can use GPS 
as a backup) and will involve flying a route as 
accurately as possible.  Precision ‘spot’ landings 
are also part of a weekend and can really 
improve your short field landing techniques. 

The Open series culminates in the opportunity 
to fly at an international level in a bi-annual 
World Championships competing against other 
countries over a whole week. 
From a personal perspective the Open series is 
great fun and can really make a weekend, flying 
with like minded people and gaining a lot of 
satisfaction from improving your flying.  

Colin Johnson gives us the following example… 

mailto:events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
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BMAA Open Series competitions are based 
around 3 disciplines: 

1. navigation – a bit like orienteering in the sky 
2. precision – trying to touchdown at a 
predefined point on the the runway 
3. economy – managing and get the best out of 
an amount of fuel. 

Here we will focus on giving you a taster of what 
a navigation task looks like, as these make up 
the biggest proportion of a typical competition 
week. 

For a Nav task you will be given a section of a 
printed chart with a track line drawn on it. In the 
example snip below you would start the task at 
the SP (start point) and follow the track line as 
closely as possible until you get to a point FP. 
Along the line there will be lots hidden gates 
and if you are within 250m of the line centre as 
you pass the gate you will score points. Passing 
over the marked turn points will also score 
points. 

 

A sheet of photos will also be given. These 
photos are all on the track line, you will get extra 
points if you spot them and are able to mark 
their location on accurately on your chart while 
you fly. Below is an example of just 2 photos. 
They are always taken in the direction of travel, 
to make life easier. They often have a red circle 
on them, this is what the competition director 
considers the centre of the feature . Its this point 
you should fly over, and mark on your chart to 
get the points. 

 

A typical task will be around 100kms long, and 
you will have approx 10 photos to spot. 
You will be given a GPS logger to fly with, this 
will be used to see exactly where you flew and 
and to score your task. The tracks will be made 
available afterwards so you can see where you 
went wrong etc. 

Things to bring: 
• you will need some sort of map or knee board 
to hold the chart and the photo sheet 
• pens to mark photo locations on the chart. 
• Hi-lighter pens can also be useful to hi-light 
the track line. 

Below is a link to a video from a few years ago 
that gives a little more info on preparing for a 
nav task. 

https://youtu.be/aeRQOdnvPLw 

If you’d like to join in, please sign up for the 
event here: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__c-
N_1hURUMxVEFLV0ZGTzRGVDZEWDZHUUFXNlJKOC4u
&route=shorturl 

Rubber side down 
By Clive Rose, BRA Safety And Training 

What are your crosswind limits? I don’t mean 
what are the crosswind limits for your aircraft, 
but what strength of crosswind have you taken 
off and landed in? And how recently? 
If the wind is blowing a hooley straight across 
the runway when you plan to depart, you will 
sensibly put the aircraft away and put the kettle 
on. But if you return to the airfield after a day 
out and the wind sock suggests a runway you 
don’t have, what can you do about it? Let’s 
work an example! 

https://youtu.be/aeRQOdnvPLw
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__c-N_1hURUMxVEFLV0ZGTzRGVDZEWDZHUUFXNlJKOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__c-N_1hURUMxVEFLV0ZGTzRGVDZEWDZHUUFXNlJKOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__c-N_1hURUMxVEFLV0ZGTzRGVDZEWDZHUUFXNlJKOC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__c-N_1hURUMxVEFLV0ZGTzRGVDZEWDZHUUFXNlJKOC4u&route=shorturl
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You approach to land on runway 26 at your 
airfield. You are told over the radio the wind is 
290 degrees and 20 knots. So, it’s 20 knots and 
it’s 30 degrees off to the right as you line up on 
final. How much of that 20kt is crosswind? 
Before you start thinking “the crosswind is the 
windspeed multiplied by the sine of the 
angle…” you can more easily use the minutes 
on a clock face to work it out. Substitute 30 
minutes on a clock face for the 30 degrees of 
crosswind. 30 minutes = half an hour. 30 
degrees of crosswind means half of the 
windspeed is your crosswind component. On 
this landing, your crosswind component will be 
10kt. 

If the wind is 45 degrees off runway direction, 
45 minutes on the clock give ¾ of an hour so ¾ 
of the windspeed is crosswind. More than 45 
degrees and the whole of the quoted wind 
should be considered crosswind. You’re going 
to float for longer and you’ll be landing with 
crossed controls but, as long as the crosswind 
is within limits for the aircraft, don’t think of it as 
a crosswind landing, it’s just another landing. 

Andy Jones told me that and I bring it out 
whenever the subject of crosswinds comes up. 
On every landing you use the stick to control 
left/right drift; the pedals to keep the nose 
aligned with your direction of travel. 

Rental customer, Russ, arrived at the airfield 
one day when the windsock was considering 
departing to pastures new. After checking the 
weather station, I suggested we take the 
opportunity to practice flying in strong winds. 
Russ proceeded to take off and land perfectly 
with 20kt, at the start, and eventually 30kt of 
crosswind. 

Initially, we were using runway direction. By the 
end of the flight, we (Russ) were taking off and 
landing at 45-degrees across. We curtailed the 
flight only when the airfield manager advised 
the weather station had shown a gust of 45kt 
across the runway. 

If you get the opportunity to fly in strong winds 
with an instructor, grab it with both hands. And 
remember: if the wind is within limits, it’s just a 
landing. If the wind is outside of the aircraft’s 
limits, land across the runway, into wind to 
negate or, at least, to mitigate the crosswind. 

And above all, keep it Rubber Side Down. 

… 
[While I think of it – your ground handling is 
never more important than with moving rotors 
in strong winds. Bring the aircraft to a halt as 
soon as you can and park the rotors. Keep the 
stick forward and into wind until the aircraft is in 
the hangar.]
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Upcoming events: 

You can find the BRA calendar which details all our events, and many others you might be 
interested on our website. You can find in in the Events section of our website. Click on the Events 
Calendar button.  

If you have any events you’d like added to our calendar, then please feel free to send an email to: 
events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk 

Keep checking back as we’ll soon be adding new official BRA events for 2025!

Record-Breaker 2026 
13th June, 2026, Old Warden 

Get this date in your diary now for the 2026 
gyro record-breaker where we attempt to beat 
our previous record. 

More details to come.

https://britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk/events/
mailto:events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
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For Sale: 

Got a gyro to sell? Or maybe a gyro related item? Please contact: 
events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk 
They will put your items on the BRA website For Sale area until you tell us it’s sold. It will also 
appear in this newsletter for one issue. 

Various RAF 2000 Parts Available. 

Marc Lhermette, who I’m sure many of you will know, has contacted us to say he has plethora of 
parts for sale from windscreen, doors, hub bar, engine parts, belts and hundreds more! If you’re 
interested in any of these of these parts, please contact Marc: mlhermette@gmail.com

mailto:events@britishrotorcraftassociation.co.uk
mailto:mlhermette@gmail.com
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